Mr, Victor Havaaky 
The Nation 
72 Fifth Ave. , 

New York, N,Y. 10011 

Dear Victor NavaakJ, 


7627 Old Receiver Road 
6/7/88 Frederick, kid, 21701 


Tlio llepubllcan to-do over Speaker Wri{^t's book ia kid stuff coupared with the 
aoandaloua nature of Oerald Ford's literary adventures. 

When lie was ap;iointod to the Warren Citaaisoion ho put John Stilea, who had 
^ been, as I recall, his campaign manager, on the publio teat on tlio phony pretense 
“■'^hat ho would do Warren Oonmission work, which' he did not do. Ford used him to ' ' 
ghost both a book and a magazine article* 

Tln) article, for LIK of that day, was a semi-private Warren Keport, \/hich, as ’ 
I recall, it scooped* 

The onljc thing of unusual interest in the ^ok, Portrait of the Asaaaain, id 
the (mlB)uae of an executiv*3 session transcript, that df 1/27/64* It has some 
^^etty raunchy st^f in it but hone of that was stolen ond-soW by Pord/Stiles* 

*^t also was theiT^pK 5id for a number of additional ycaM^cladaified Top Secret* I ^ 
know because tliat is tl^e basis on which it was denied me, ^ oven after I filed suit 
for it* It was about ten years after Ford's theft and commercialization that, when 
the ;iovernment api.x)als brief wa9 due, it was discloseci to me* I then ifrote a book 
around it, reproducing the transcript itself in its entirety, by facsimile* 

Than Nixon nominated Ford to succeed the departed Spiro Agnew and tliere v/ere, 
of course, hearings at which Ford testified* Ho was asked about this literary 
enterprise and he testified, ^xig other things, that he. had not used any classified 
mateilal at all* w 

3o, in addition to having his book sritten at public expense a la Wright he 
also lied to become vice prusident and then president, whether or not the lying was, 
as I think can be argued, material and thus perjury* 

Ford/StilQ> also radicall y altered t)je transcript-’ that by thA*very they alone 
had and sold and in my book I have a word-by-word comparison of the actual 

transcript and t}ie Ford/Stiles improvoments on actuality* This was largely, as I now 
recall, eliminating what was eobasrassing, particularly to the FBI* Where, by the 
way, they had tho same pi*actise at least under ^oover, whose books wei*o written by 
special agents on govemnent time* So were his many articles* 

There are other Ford cuties, like, when there was commotion about leaking, his 
having the' FBI investigate and give him a clc.'an bill of health* Nobody could do this 
better than tho FBI, to v/liich he leaked when he was its informer inside the Warren 
Commission* / ' 

Ultimately 5 Sot all these executive session transcripts save one* That is the 
one in which Ford was the running dog for extremists and racists who wanted to get 
Norman ftedlich fired from the Commission staff* All t^e nasty letters and articles 
about him, more or less, were disclosed to ino.but on grounds of protecting his 
privacy, really, I'm sure. Ford's because* Aw^^nad none left to protect, that transcript 
remai^8 iirithheld* We do know that it was the time Frod tried without success to get 
'^^dlich fired* Some of the racists were then Congressmen* 

At some of the other executive sessions Ford intimidated the others, particularly 
into not hearing Yuri Bosenko in executive session* 


^our people or others are welcome to copies of any of thiij 
do much searching. We have a copier they can use* 


but I'm not able to 


^ncerely, ^Wold Weisberg 




